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to enforce the oath of allegiance to the King, and
in general exceeding the powers laid down in her
charter. The new plantations council, commis-
sioned by the King in December, 1660, sent a per-
emptory letter the following April ordering the
colony to proclaim the King "in the most solemn
manner." and to hold herself in readiness to answer
complaints by appointing persons well instructed
to represent her before itself in England. At the
same time, it begged the King to go slowly, giving
Massachusetts an opportunity to be heard, and
to write a letter "with all possible tenderness/'
pointing out that submission to the royal authority
wTas absolutely essential. This the King did,
confirming the charter of Massachusetts, renewing
the colony's rights and privileges, and in concilia-
tory fashion ascribing all derelictions of duty to
the iniquity of the times rather than to any evil
intention of the heart. Then declaring that the
chief aim of the charter was liberty of conscience,
the King struck at the very heart of the Massachu-
setts system, by commanding the magistrates to
grant full liberty of worship to members of the
Anglican Church and the right to vote to all who
were "orthodox" in religion and possessed of
"competent estates." Though this order was